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_ Sundays, 103. A. M. and ;4 Pe; "" Font Samay inthe monthy7$: Aiia W 
SACRAMENTS. anyokot sd 
BarrrsM: at the afternoon service, (after the second lesson) of the Third 
Gaby Wi TI 
Sunday in the Month. In càs of sickness, at any liour. 

Hoty Communion: the First Sunday in the Month, immediately after 

the sermon. On all other Sundays, at EN A.M. . ‘ 

SUNDAY: SGHOOLS. 


Every Sunday Morning at 9- o'clock: Cntechising in the Church, in the 
Afternoon of the Fourth Sunday in the Month. 
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL. 


* & s 
9. ———————— 


4. Feast. First Sunday after Easter. 
11. Feast. Second Sunday after Easter. 
18. Feast. Third Sunday after Easter. 
. 25. Feast. St. Mark's Day, Fourth Sunday after Easter. 


—————— 


Saint Mark's Day, April 25th. Saint Mark was by birth a 
Jew, and descended of the tribe of Levi. He was converted by 
some of the apostles, probably by St. Peter, to whom he was a 
constant companion in all his travels, supplying the place of an 
amanuensis and interpreter, | He was sent by St. Peter into 
Egypt, fixing his chief residence at Alexandria and the places 
thereabouts, where he was the means of converting multitudes. 
He afterwards labored in parts of Libya, Marmorica and Pen- 
tapolis, planting the gospel in the midst of barbarous and idola- 
trous hations. Upon his return to Alexandria, he ordered the 


affairs of that church, and there in the year 68 suffered a cruel | 
l martyrdom. He ne the gospel bearing his name, at Rome, 
, Some say at the dictation of St. Peter, others affirming that it 
, was not until after that apostle's death. There is also an ancient | 


Liturgy which is ascribed to him. His emblem or symbol i is the 


lion, because. he, was; ‘termed the historian of ‘the résurrection, of | 
| which doctrine the lion was ELLO, the type, from the legend | | 
that it was always born need att after some days licked into life | 


by its parents.—Hook; &c.! .. LA TH 


THE PARISH GUIDE. 


i + -____ 


The Rector takes this plan of communicating with the Parish 
from time to time. l 

There are many subjects which need more explicit statement, 
than can be made at the usual time of giving notices in the 
church; besides, such matters may not reach many of the con- 
gregation by reason. of absence. 

It is hoped that this plan will meet the case. 

——À— + ————- 
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This will be made weekly. Every subscriber will receive 
fifty-two envelopes, (one for each Sunday in the year,) and will 
be known to the Treasurer only by his or her number, which 
should be plainly marked on | tho Mee p before pica it in 
thé alms basin. ^" ^: "^ i 


THE PARISH: REGISTER. 


It is impossible for any Rector to do his di to ike Parish 
unless he knows who his parishioners are. There are numbers of 
persons: who attend. St, Clement's. regularly ; who. come to the 
communion us equal ASIE, who have not given. ‘the Rector ` 
their names.  . . : 

Some. of these ;Dersons. are. » pewholders, and n Some are s 
I, wish to know all:the members of the Parish, whether pew-hold- 
ers or non-pewholders., Many persons cannot, afford to hire 
pews.. All such are welcomed to the church, but they. should 
feel it a.duty to report. their names and place | of, residence to. the 
Rector. ji 

As St. Clement's i is ne a Free Chavet all persons who can 
afford it, will be expected. to hire a pew or sitting. | Those who 
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cannot afford it, will be just as welcome to seats in the church, 
and it is hoped | that they will give something cach week, as part 
of their worship and duty to God. Let your 5 and your 
ii go ^ rile SU. 


-Hen tul te VAUN J „RESPONSES. : 


The rubric at the end of the " Declaration of Absolution” 
reads as follows" " The people shall answer Aere, and at the 
end of every prayer, AMEN." There can be no possible mistake 
as to the meaning of these words.» The rubric says “the peo- 
ple:” this does not mean “ the choir,” as many seem to think. 

The choir is simply‘a@ lender Tor ‘he -obhgregation in this, as 
in ql}. the musical, portion of the service. Notice also, that the 
rubric dors. not read the: people. shall say y,” but that. they shall 
famswer."^ ` This, “answer” may be made in a musical tone. 
In Șt., ‘Clement's, Church that. is the custom. ‘Let then, every 
worshipper ang the Amen, with the choir, “Tustily, and with E 
good courage.' 

I long to hear the responses ring out, as they did in the days 
when one could-write;> {the A men2comes ap fromthe people like 


a clap, of thunder.” 
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Wide the ducügtit of dying ‘altogether: without religion? - Tt sy 
fearful thing to leave this world, and launch out into’ ‘eteritity, 
like ‘one patting 'to'sea in thé darki or with ‘ia bout that: ‘he can- 
nob trust: TUR 4 ‘fearful thing not to now: Wwhete"we ars going) 
and to. hag "ous Vo 18ly upon E such ” A tremendous ‘hour? 
Ah, ‘there’ ài e Mit “who ‘cate’ not to live a Christian's life; but 
P deite to dieti Christian's death. And "therefore, with ‘all 
their worldliness, they are unwilling entirely to give up religion; 
' hoping thatit may’ lei Ve thien d! Bobd ti tinh, whet ‘the world can 
iio longBr Wo anything Tot thero: They Took upon dt ds a ort lof 


bridge, over which they may pass into the other world with some 
show, at least, of safety. 
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The Christian soul can no-more Jive without prayer than the 
body sn air and food. 


eit velie alu "Prayer is the Christian's vital breath." 


ipini two prayers in the PARISH GUIDE: for April, and I 
Fone they will be used by every family:and every individual. 


" I I 
EUG amin ares 


PRAYER FOR UNITY. 


| FOTINTOU EL ME f 

"I God, the. Father of; our. Lord. Jesus: Christ, our only 
ico the Prince of Peace; give us, grace seriously to lay 
to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy divisions. 
Take away all’ hatred and prejudice, and whatever else may 
hindér us from godly Union ànd concord: that, as there is but 
one aay aind ‘one i — ‘one ides of our bera one Lord, 


bond of Truth ad, Peace, ef Faith. lea Seed and may. vit 


one mind and one mouth glority Thee: through J esus io our 
Lom, Amen, 
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PRAYER FOR dodici t9] 


nagi ‘Brassey $i EsUs| Who art a "Pisis anu after the T der 
of Melchisedet, ahd hast chosen’ from + among men) Tiry servants; 
toominister ‘to ‘thy people im holy things: give; we ‘pray "TREE; 
unto all Tuy iservants, the ministers’ of Tuy. Wonp and jSacra- 
MENTS, {and especially to those, whom ,Tuou hast set; over m), 
the spirit of prudence, and knowledge, of faith and charity, of 
watchfulness and holy zeal, ‘that they may serve THEE faithfully, 
atid by word. and example become patttériis to "riv Flock; that 
both they:snd we may-obtain Te dlessings ‘here, «wid atthe dist 


be received into Tuv HrAvENLY Kincpom, Wom with THE 
FATHER and Tue Hoty Gmosr, we worship and glorify as ONE 
GOD, world without end, Amen. 
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The people are not sufficiently acquainted with their pastor 


and they are not sufficiently’ acquainted with each other. The 
family relation, which'is an essential feature in the Church of 
Gop; ‘has’ no ‘existénce.: People ‘sit; sometimes for months and 
years, in opposite pews, and go up together to the same altar, 
and remain entire sirangers. No amount of “parochial calls” 
made by-the pastor on the ladies of the two: families | will ( "n 
tlie families any nearer together. voor" "I edi 

icis is possible, in ‘small places, and in new. parishes, where 
people are alli in about ‘the same circumstances, where there are 
none rich and; none. needy, for the pastor, with much labour and a 
great expenditure 'of:time,! to::do liis. pastoral: work reasonably. 
satisfactorily by'the system’ of ! zapi visitation from: house: to 
house with all iis. ‘disadvantages. a is ‘not Possible at t ail, in 
large parishes i in, cities, ^ T vi l 
What is needed in this matter, is what we need in s0 ian 


other matters, organization: 1 THROW ft3 T^ ^fi 


Eie is Y do all. the ‘work of glia. parish. ha agcents the rap 


qs existing merely to be served. It does not consider it as an:or- 
ganization which has‘a' definite work and’ duty of its own.’ We 
need hardly say that. here lies much of the failure of our work, 
Most parish ‘clergymen find it soen enough, and most of. them, 


we believe, find. no way. out of the. difficulty, . They labour on,. 


under &n arrangement which seems ;to take it for granted. that 


they are hired to look after a certain number of “families and 
individuals" as best they can,:and that these families have noth- 
ing to do except pay their share for being looked after! 

There is another theory of the parish or congregation which 
is the New Testament. theory, and very widely different from 
this, . | ; 

That theory looks at the congregation as an organized di- 
vision of Curist’s Kingdom, organized and officered for work. 
The Church is a working institution, sent not only to talk but to 
do. The clergyman is the leader and director of a band of work- 
men—‘‘fellow-workers with Gop"—set at the world-long work of 
saving the world. His responsibility may be greater than that 
of any other member of the band, his accountability to the Mas- 
TER more direct and'sólemn. But a part of that responsibility 
and accountability is that;he not only work himself, but direct 
and press’ oh the work of those committed to his charg ge. | 

That a ‘pastor ‘should consider his pastoral work performed 
by stated: calls paty t the: houses: of an idle; people; and, that they 
sould consider their duly to be to do nothing except to treat the 
pastor kindly when he does ically and that this, on both sides, 
should be counted “pastoral work,” is a thing that might well 
amaze us had we not become so forgetful of the real purpose and 
duty of the Church and its various congregations. It is quite as 
well that:such.a sham should fail a that ‘we’ should all see 
the sar —American Chur rchman! 24 
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aT. OLEMENT’S PARISH, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


d > i fector: 
; Rev. H. G. BATTERSON. 


pn t Ó—— 


sistant filinister: 
4 


Rev. W. H. N. STEWART, L. L. D. 


—————— 


all ardens: 


P. PEMBERTON MORRIS. 
JOHN LAMBERT. 


—————— 


Alestrymen: 


GronaE L. KNOWLES. 
Henry C. THOMPSON, 
JAMES DOUGHERTY, 
Rricuanp E. CLAY, 
CHARLES S. PANOOAST,: 
WALTER. H. TILDEN. 


Joun LAMBERT, 

Henry S. LownER, 

P. PEMBERTON Morris, | 
‘Henry HENDERSON, 
Henry NORRIS, 

GronaE N. ALLEN, 


PAROCHIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


MAY. 
SERVICES. 
Wednesday and Friday mornings, - - - - . at 9 o'clock. 
i * evenings, - 6 i 


Rogation and Ember days, morning and evening, at the — hours. 
Sundays, 10} A. M. and 4 P. M. Fourth Sunday in the month, 73 P. M. 


SACRAMENTS. 


Hoty Baptism: at the afternoon service, (after the second lesson) of the 
Third Sunday in the Month. In case of sickness, at any hour. 

Hoty Communion: the First Sunday in the Month, immediately after 
the sermon. On all other Sundays, at 84 A. M. 

On Hoty Days, at 9, A. M. 


ià SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Every Sunday Morning at 9 o'clock. Catechising i jn the 
Afternoon of the Fourth Sunday in the Month. auus huis Caa 
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«Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only." 
JAMES I. 22. 
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CALENDAR FOR MAY. 


l. Feast. 
2. Feast. 
3. Fast. 
4. Fast. 
5. Fast. 
6 
9 


. Feast. 


. Feast. 
16. Feast. 
17. Feast. 
18. Feast. 
19. Fast. 
21. Fast. 
22. Fast. 
23. Feast. 
30. Feast. 


SS. Philip and James. 
Fifth Sunday after Easter. 
Rogation Day. 


Ascension Dav. 

Sunday after Ascension. 
Wurrtsun-Day. l 
Monday in Whitsun-Week. 
Tuesday in Whitsun-Week. 
Ember Day. 

Ember Day. 

Ember Day. 

TRINITY BUNDAY. 


First Sunday after Trinity. 


SS. PHILIP AND JAMES.—“ Saint Philip was born at Beth- 
saida, a town of Galilee, near the sea of Tiberias, in the barren 
part of the country of Judea, the principal inhabitants whereof 
were poor, illiterate fishermen, but of whom our Blessed Saviour 
was pleased to make choice of his Disciples.” He preached the 
Gospel in Asia, and suffered martyrdom at Hierapolis, a city in 


Asia Minor, now called Aleppo. 


St. JAMES THE Less was the son of Alpheus, otherwise called 
Cleopas, and, for distinction’s sake, “the brother of the Lord.” 
He was the first Bishop of Jerusalem, and presided at the first 
Council held there. (See Acts XV.) 


RoaaTroN Days.—From “rogare,” to beseech; the three 
days preceding the Festival of the Ascension. These are days 
of “abstinence” and “exercises of devotion." It was once the 
custom for priest and people to perambulate the Parish bounds, 
chanting the Litany, and imploring a fruitful season. I recom- 
mend all parishioners to use in their private and family devotions 
on these three days, especially, the two prayers printed in the 


PARISH GUIDE for April. 


Emser Days.—These are days set apart for special prayer 
for those about to be ordained to the sacred ministry of Christ’s 
Church. Trinity Sunday being one of the days for the ordina- 
tion of either Priests or Deacons, or both, the faithful are called 
upon to prayer and fasting during the week preceding, in order 
“that all those who shall be ordained to any holy function,” may 
receive the grace and blessing of God, to enable them properly 
and faithfully to fulfil the duties of their holy office. 


I would affectionately urge upon the whole Parish, the duty 
of observing the Ember seasons, and hope the prayer appointed 
for that purpose, may be used in the family and the closet, as well 
as in the services of the Sanctuary. 


Tux offerings on Trinity Sunday will be made for “ the 
Society for the Increase of the Ministry.” 


THE BISHOP’S APPOINTMENTS. 
MAY, 1869. 
Ist. A. M. St. Mark’s, Philadelphia. Institution of Rector. 
2a, “ Holy Trinity. ' 
2d. Evening. Holy Apostles. 


3d. S St. John the Evangelist. 
4th. — «€ Media. 
Di. i St. James', Hestonville. 


6th. Ascension Day. Evening. St. Paul's, Chestnut Hill. 
7th. Evening. Holy Trinity Chapel. 
“9th. A. M. Grace Onurch, Mt. Airy. 
9th. P. M. Branchtown. 
11th. 5 P. M. St. Andrew's, Philadelphia, Opening service of 
Diocesan Convention. 


ooo 


The Calendar for May is unusually full. The Rogation and 
Ember days call upon the faithful, for extraordinary acts of devo- 
tion, and I hope the services may be well attended. It is a 
lamentable fact that the great majority of the men of our con- 
gregations habitually absent themselves from all week-day 
services. The reason usually given is “want of time.” Have 
the men of our generation forgotten that “time” is given us “for 
repentance?” The excuse is a subterfuge, and one for which 
every man must “give account," “ Where there is a will there 
is a way." 


THE PARISH GUIDE. 


St. Paul, in his Epistle to Timothy, says: “ Hold fast the 
form of sound words." What that “Form” was we are not told. 
It was cither some Form of Prayer, or some Creed, which had 
been drawn up by the early Christians, and which they looked 
upon as a document of some importance. And St. Paul bids 
Timothy to prize it, and hold it fast. We Christians of the 
present day have indeed “a form of sound words” in our Prayer 
Book, which we shall do well to “hold fast," as a precious 
treasure that has been handed down to us,—a treasure which the 
more closely we look into, the more we shall value. 


TO COMMUNICANTS. 


I must call attention to the fact that many of the com- 
municants leave the church without “ giving thanks for so great 
and inestimable a benefit,” and without receiving the “ benedic- 
tion” or “blessing.” 

There are cases where this is absolutely necessary. In no 
other case is it to be approved or justified. 

Communicants should always remove their gloves. The 
Sacrament of Tug Bopy AND BLOOD or our Lorp JEsus CHRIST 
should certainly receive as much reverence as we give to the 
friend at whose table we are invited to feast. It should not. be 
received on the ends of the thumb and fingers, but in the open 


„palm of the hand. 


THE WEEKLY OFFERTORY. 


I am grateful for the ready response to my appeal for 
“pledges.” I hope the number may be increased. Let no one 
hesitate by reason of the small amount they are able to give. 
Ten cents a week is five dollars and twenty cents a year. One 
hundred pledges of ten cents a week would bring up the sum to 


five hundred and twenty dollars. The children can help. The 
envelopes are ready ! 


WORK. 


Suppose we take the theory of the New Testament, that a 
Church is an organized institution for teaching men, for preach- 
ing the Gospel, for doing all works of charity and mercy to its 
own members and to all men, as far as it has power and the call. 
Suppose we consider the pastor as the leader and director of this 
working body. Can we not see ways in which the most close and 
active sympathy will arise between pastor and people, in which 
confidence and love and interest will be multiplied beyond any- 
thing now brought to pass? 

The pastor does not go to spend an idle half hour with one 
or two members of the family. He has organizations for this 
work or the other, and he meets members together, interested in 
& common purpose; meets to counsel and advise, and hear reports 
of progress, and talk over work done and work proposed. He 
meets them with a purpose. They meet him with a purpose. 
There is a reality and an earnestness about the whole matter 
which does more to break the ice of diffidence, and bring people 
acquainted, than a week's mere talk. 

There is work enough in all our parishes, our city parishes 
especially, waiting to be done, and which lies undone now because 
there is no real pastoral work possible, because the clergyman 
has failed to find something for all his people to do. 

The women should be organized for such work as they and 
they only can do; for visiting the poor, for looking after destitute 
households, neglected children, and young women away from 
home. The younger women should be banded together for work 
appropriate to them, of which there is always a plenty. The men 
should be organized for such work as they only can perform, and 
the young men should have their brotherhood, with its various 
activities. * * * - k- " 


-I 


A society to find out and interest young men who are 
strangers, or have fallen out of habits of church attendance, 
would find occupation. An association to provide, in a large 
parish, a library and a reading room would be a society that 
would do a good work in every city. Another which would 
undertake the conduct of an occasional course of lectures on 
Church Principles, or even on some scientific or historical matter 
of interest, would be a useful work. A committee to see that 
strangers had seats in the church would not be out of place. A 
society to encourage responses in publie worship would be an 
advantage in many parishes. Another to make parishioners in 
the same parish acquainted would not be useless. A band train- 
ed for catechists, to assist the pastor in the most important duty 
of catechising the young, would be most useful in almost any of 
our congregations. 

There are a hundred lines of effort in which the members of 
a congregation might be thus engaged and interested for edifica- 
tion and good works. The laity are, we believe, willing to work. 
They complain often that they are not employed when they desire 
to be. We believe that the complaint is an honest one. Earnest 
Christian men and women always want to do something. 

* x * * * *. * 

A parish should be a hive. All are in it for mutual good, 
and for good to others, and all who can work should have some 
work set before them. None should have to go far to find some- 
thing which he or she can do for the Lord’s service. 

This is the only solution we see to the questions which are 
every day becoming more pressing in the largeness of the harvest 
and the fitness of the laborers. We must return to the old 
theory, that the business of a Christian is not to sit at home to 
be “called” upon, but to rise up and be at work at some part of 
this enormous job of saving the world, which the Master has 
given his Church to do.— American Churchman. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


hector: 
Rev. H. G. BATTERSON, D. D. 


Assistant Minister: 
4 j 


Rev. W. H. N. STEWART, LL. D. 


ardens: 


P. PEMBERTON MORRIS. 
JOHN LAMBERT. 


———— 


Hestrymen: 


GEorGE L. KNOWLES. 
Henry C. THOMPSON, 
JAMES DOUGHERTY, 


Joun LAMBERT, | 
Henry S. Lowser, oa 


P. PEMBERTON Morris, 


Henry HENDERSON, EDWARD BONETE: 
Hexry Norris, CmanLEs S. PANCOAST, 
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Srexron—MAURICE FINN. 


PAROCHIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


OCTOBER. 


SERVICES. 


Sundays, - 

Fourth Sonday i in the month, - 

Wednesday and Friday mornings, 
* evenings, 


SACRAMENTS. 


Hoty Barrisw: at the afternoon service, (after the second lesson) of the 
Third Sunday in the Month. In case of sickness, at any hour. 
Hory Communion: the First Sunday in the Month, immediately after 
the sermon. On all Sundays, at 8 A. M. 
On Festivats and Hory Days, at 9 A. M. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Every Sunday morning at 9.15; afternoon at 4. Catechising in the 
Church, in the afternoon of the Fourth Sunday in the Month. 


NIGHT SCHOOLS. 
Tuesday and Thursday at 73 P. M., beginning October 19th. 


105 A. m and 5 P. M. 

74 P. M. 

- "ut 9 o'clock. 
5 « 
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** Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only." 
JAMES 1. 22. 


—_—— oe ee 


Bt lement s Harish, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER, 


3. Feast.—Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
10. x Twentieth u us « 
1%, t Twenty-first i e “u 
18. “ . St. Luke the Evangelist. 
24, “  TTwenty-second Sunday after Trinity. 
28. 5 SS. Simon and Jude. 
31. n Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity. 


Sr. Luxe was born at Antioch, and educated there in the 
celebrated schools of the liberal sciences, which were then in a 
flourishing condition. Afterwards he applied himself to the 
study and practice of medicine. He was “the beloved phy- 
sician" of whom St. Paul speaks. He wrote the Gospel which 
bears his name, and also the Book of the Acts of the Holy 
Apostles. But little is known of his work and ministry, but that 
he suffered martyrdom all agreed. . \ 


SS. SIMON and JUDE were brothers, and both Apostles. 
Of St. Simon we have no notice in Holy Scripture, beyond the 
fact that he was surnamed in Hebrew, the Canaanite, and in 
Greek, Zelotes, both words meaning a zealot. 

St. Jude, Judas, Thaddeus, or Lebbeous, calls himself also 
“brother of Jesus ;” and in one place, where he is spoken of as 
Judas, it is added in a parenthesis, “not Iscariot.” He wrote 
the epistle which is appointed for the festival. 


Both these Apostles are supposed to have suffered martyr- 
dom in Persia, 


THE PARISH GUIDE. 


Cuurcnh Worx.—Now that “the harvest is past and the 
summer ended," it is hoped that the wanderers from the moun- 
tains and the sea-shore, invigorated in health, both of mind and 
body, will be ready to enter upon the work which ‘God has 
given them to do,” with energy and enthusiasm. There is work 
to be done in the Sunday School; work to be done in the care of 
God's poor; work to be done by all, old and young, rich and 
poor, for the “setting forth of God’s glory and the salvation of 
men.” very member of the parish should feel this responsi- 
bility, and ever regard it as intensely personal. Do something. 
Do not feel that when the worship of the Lord's Day is over that 
your work for the week is done. Worship is a part, but not the 
whole of Christian duty. 


PERSONAL AOQUAINTANOE with every member of the parish 
is much to be desired. Every parishioner should take pains to 
form this acquaintance, and to give information to the Rector 
as to residence, etc., etc. Blanks for this purpose can be had at 
any time of the Sexton. 


Hints.—Come to church in time to “confess your sins to 
Almighty God.” 

“Prefer Jerusalem above your chief joy.” 

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers,” and apply the 
maxim by inviting such to your pews on Sunday, when you have 
room to spare. ` 

“Be ye-all of one mind.” Sacrifice private opinion to 
parochial unity. 

“Keep thy solemn feasts.” Honor God by honoring the 
ordinances of His Church. 
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“Keep thy foot, when thou goest to the House of Goq” 
Ob ws outward marks of reverence and devotion, as 4 
serv 


to stir up inward spirituality, and, particularly, kyppy, 
means to § 


in prayers. 


“Be not conformed to this world," but “Let your mod- 


tion be known unto all men: the Lord is at hand." Have 

ae 
mes conscientious convictions of a Christian's relation to 
some 


worldly society, and live up to them. | | 
Have regular seasons of private devotion; but, if that be 


fail not of private devotions. 


' AM 
impossibie à l 
; i e of abstinence on Fridays and other 


Practice some degre 


fast days. = . 
Think not that a sufficient offering to lay upon God's altar 


which you can give out of your superabundance, without feeling 
the loss. But deny yourself in somé matter of accustomed 
expense, or lawful indulgence, that so, over ani beyond your 
abundance, you may not offer unto God that “which costs you 
nothing,” but bring a real oblation to His altar. 


THE WEEKLY OFFERTORY is made for the parish expenses. 
Tt is expected that every member of the parish will contribute 
“as God has blessed him." “Let every man do according as he 
is disposed in his heart, but let every man do something. 
Envelopes for the purpose can be had at Room No. 4 in the 
Parish Building, immediately after any service. The Offertory 
on the Fourth Sunday in October, (morning and evening), will 
be appropriated for the Sinking Fund of the parish. 


Pew Rents, &c.—The Accounting Warden will be in Room 
No. 4, Parish Building, on Monday, October 4, between the 
hours of 2 and 5 P. M., to receive the pew rental then due, and 
payable in pursuance of the By-laws of the parish, and also to 
rent pews and sittings. 


Booxs.— The Rector will from time to time call the good 
of the parish to such books as he may think it wise for them 
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read. Parents cannot be too cautious in the selection of proper 
books for the reading of their children; and, it may be added, of 
books for their own reading. In the books named, the Rector 
begs to be relieved from the responsibility of endorsing every 
thing they may contain. 


Miss SmwELL's EARLY CuurcH ought to be read by all 
the younger members of the parish, and, as a sequel, Churton’s 
Early English Church. For more advanced readers of Church 
history, Carwithen’s History of the Church of England is an 
admirable book. Sadler’s Church Doctrine and Bible Truth, 
for thinking men and women, is a most useful and valuable 
work. 


LrrurcicaL Worsuip.—If we never lift up the voice of 
thanksgiving and melody, without careful preparation; if all our 
public praise of God is precomposed, and offered according to a` 
definite formula, why should not our public prayer be likewise 
precomposed, and set in form, before the mind of the offerer? 
Why should one of the great elements of worship, and that one, 
the most important and influential upon our lives and hearts, be 
left to the momentary and fluctuating fancies and feelings of the 
minister; and the other carefully prepared in advance, set to well 
arranged and published music, sung out of a recognized praise- 
book? Is the one of less moment than the other ? The Apostle 
Paul places them on the same level when he says: “I will pray 
with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also; I 
will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding 
also." And yet, if in the public worship of God, we can sing 
with the spirit and sing with the understanding, only by uniting 
in precomposed forms of praise, is it not also true, that in the 
same public worship we can pray with the spirit and pray with 
the understanding best, when we can unite in a precomposed form 
of prayer? We say unhesitatingly then, that the mouthpiece of 
the congregation should,in prayer as well as praise, lead the 
worship according to the pre-established form, put forth by pro- 
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the Church; and in this assertion we are con. 
the temple service, by the worship of the 
synagogue, by the words and the deeds p m Turni ma His 
Apostles, and the testimony of the early ex aa by the 
liturgic experience and liturgic yearnings o! the Vhristian world, 


per authority in 
firmed by the usage of 


* * * * * * ái 
The Liturgy of a House of Prayer should do something 
more than furnish a common bond of union among living Chris- 
tians: it should unite us with the Church in all past ages of its 
H 
existence. 
The Church militant is now just what it was when first 
founded by Christ—His mystical Body. The members have 
ations have not changed—its sacraments 


changed, but its found 
have not changed—its doctrines have not changed—its rule of 


faith has not changed—its Gromrous Heap has not changed. 
Our Liturgy, therefore, should repeat to us the great themes and 
modes of worship used in apostolic and primitive times, that we 
may trace liturgic, as well as ministerial lineage with the Church 
in its first and purest age. All the Liturgies of the world can 
be traced back to the Liturgy of St. James, entitled the Great 
Oriental Liturgy; the Liturgy of St. Mark, or the Patriarchate 
of Alexandria; the Roman, which can be traced back nearly to 
the apostolic age; and the Gallican, or that used by the churches 
in Gaul, and traditionally ascribed in its leading features to 
Irenæus and Polycarp, the disciple of St. John. These are the 
four original trunks, from which have branched forth the 
various Liturgies of the eastern and western world. Many have 
regarded these as distinct and independent: distinct they are, 
but not independent; distinct like the four rivers which Moses 
describes as going forth out of Eden, one compassing the whole 
land of Havilah, one surrounding the whole land of Ethiopia, one 
going toward Assyria, and one watering the plain of Mesopotamia, 
but each finding its head in one river that took its rise in Eden, 
and each rolling outward water from the same well-spring of 
Paradise. 
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So these four great streams of liturgic worship, one com- 
passing the Patriarchate of Antioch, which extended from the 
Euphrates to the Hellespont; one surrounding the Churches of 
Egypt, Ethiopia, and Abyssinia; one going toward Italy and 
Northern Africa, and one watering the martyr-founded churches 
of Gaul, may each be traced backward to one head-spring, the 
Apostolic Church, when that Church, still bedewed with its 
Pentecostal baptism, ‘continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in prayers." 
With these ancient Liturgies ours has substantial unity. All 
that they borrowed from Scripture we have in common with 
them ; and of that which is human and uninspired, the prayers, 
the hymns, the rites and ceremonies, we have retained and 
copied into our service whatever is most agreeable to Scripture 
and to Apostolic usage. The prayers which the Church has 
offered for fourteen hundred years; the praises which she has 
sung for a whole millennium ; the rites which she has used for 
nearly forty generations of Christians, are the prayers and 
praises and rites which form the basis of our service, and which 
unite us in liturgical links with the purest and earliest worship 
of the Church of Christ. What a communion of saints does this 
enable us to enjoy with the glorious company of the Apostles, 
the goodly fellowship of the Prophets, the noble army of Martyrs, 
and the Holy Church throughout the world, as it enters into 
God’s house with thanksgiving, and into his courts with prayer 
and praise ! 

Millions of hearts have breathed these prayers; millions of 
tongues have sung these songs; and fitted as they are for all 
classes of men, all climes of earth, and all ages of the world, 
they bear upon them a stamp of universality akin to that which 
God has impressed upon his holy word, and in using this Book 
of Prayer in the House of Prayer, the worshiper is liturgically 
allied to the Holy Catholic Church in each age of its existence.— 
BISHOP STEVENS. 
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Rev. H. G. BATTERSON, D. D. 


Assistant fllinister: 
A| J 


Rev. W. H. N. STEWART, LL. D. 


AA 
el ardens: 
J 


P. PEMBERTON MORRIS, 
JOHN LAMBERT. 


Plestrymen: 


Jons LAMBERT, GEORGE L. Kxowrrs. 
Henry S. Lowser, Henry C. THOMPSON, 
P. PEMBERTON Monurs,: James Dovenrrty, 
Henry HENDERSON, 
Henry Norris, CHARLES S. Paycoasr, 
Grorce N. ALLEN, WALTER H. TILDEN. 
OnaaxIsT—J. C. B. STANBRIDGE. 
SEXTON—MAURICE FINN. 


PAROCE HAL ARRANGEMENIS. 


NOYEMBER. 
SERVICES. 
Sundays, - - - - 103 A. M. and 4 P. M. 
Fourth Sunday in the month, - - - “A ers - - T74P.M. 
Wednesday and Friday mornings - - - - at 9 o'clock. 
“ evenings, - - - - 4 “ 
SACRAMENTS. 


Hory Barrisw: at the afternoon ser vice, (after the second lesson) of the 
Third Sunday in the Month. In case of sickness, at any hour. 


Hoty Communion: the First Sunday in the Month, immediately after 
the sermon. On all Sundays, at 8 A. M. 


On Festivats and Hoty Days, at 9 A. M. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
Every Sunday morning at 9.15; afternoon at 2.45. Catechising in the 
Church, in the afternoon of the Fourth Sunday in the Month. 


BinLE Crass for adults of both sexes, on Wednesday evenings at 73 o "clock, 
and on Sundays at 9.15 A. M. 


NIGHT SCHOOLS. 
Tuesday and Thursday at 73 P. M. 
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** Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only." 


JAMES I. 22 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER. 


1. Feast.—All Saints. 
ts B Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity. 
*14. " Twenty-fifth " " i 
18. « Thanksgiving Day. 
21. "u Twenty-sixth Sunday after Trinity. 
28. i First Sunday in Advent. 
30. " St. Andrew's Day. 
* The Collect, Epistle and Gospel for the Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity, 
of this year, is that appointed for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany. 


ALL Sarwrs.— Whatever may have been the origin of the 
festival, it has become one very dear to the hearts of Christians, 
and is made, both by the character of the service for the day, and 
by the meaning of it, one of the most touching of all holy days; 
a day on which are “gathered up the fragments" of the “one 
bread" of Christ's Mystical Body, “ that nothing be lost" of the 
memory and example of His saints. First among the “cloud of 
witnesses" are they of the white-robed army of martyrs, whose 
names are forever written in the Lamb's Book of Life. Next are 
a multitude of names which “no man can number,” godly bishops, 
holy priests, sainted men and women ; hidden saints of God, whose 
holiness was known within the narrowest circle on earth, but who 
will shine like stars in the firmament before the Throne.— Blunt. 


Sr. ANDREW was the first called Disciple of Christ. He was 
a brother of Si. Peter, and therefore son of Jonas or John, and 
probably younger than St. Peter. He was called Protocletos, or 
First-called (see St. John, i. 40-42), and having been a disciple of 
John the Baptist, was prepared to receive Christ by the teaching 
and baptism of His forerunner. He was cruelly scourged with 
cords, and afterwards tied to a cross (called the cross decussate), 
in form like the letter X (now known as St. Andrew’s cross) and 
so exposed, he was left to die. His spirit went home, November 
30, A. D. 70. 


THE PARISH GUIDE. 


THANKSGIVING Day.—The custom of an annual Thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for the fruits of the earth, has now become 
national. “It is very meet, right and our bounden duty that 
we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto Thee, 
O, Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God.” If these 
words, from the Eucharistic office, be true, it is most seemly that 
a whole nation (signally blessed as this has been) should once in 
the year, unite as with one voice, ina “ Psalm of Thanksgiving.” 
It should be made in reality, a day of Prayer and Praise. Too 
often it has been one of gluttony and riot. 

There will be morning prayer, with sermon and Holy Com- 
munion; and the Rector earnestly urges upon the congregation 


the importance, and fitness of the Eucharistic Feast at such a time. 


St. OLEMENT's ScHOOL FoR GIRLS, under the charge of Miss 
Kip, is the only Church School for girls in Philadelphia. It offers 
unusual advantages to the children of the Church, and is well 
worthy the confidence of parents. 

The long experience of Miss KID as a teacher, and her 
thorough course of training, must commend the School to all who 
are within its neighborhood. | 

St. Clement's School for Little Children, under the charge of 
Miss McKeever, though not strictly a Parish School, is connected 
with the Parish, and the Rector will spare no pains to make it 
useful and effective. 


Parish Guitp.—It is of the utmost importance in the life of 
any parish that the men have some organization for work, some 
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tem, by which they can render more efficient the work in th. 
sys h t 


schools, and among the poo 


desires that the men of the parish | 
in the Parish Building, at half-past seven o'clock, on Monday eve- 


i : 8th. 
ning, November 8t 


r of the parish. The Rector, therefore, 
(young and old), will meet him 


_—_—_ 


ant demands upon the Rector for money 


Monzy.—The const 
arious schools of the 


in aid of the poor, and in the work of the v | 

Parish, render it necessary that à fund should be provided for that 
j 

Contributions may be passed through the offertory, 


purpose. | 
pose for which they are intended, or they may 


specifying the pur 
be sent to the Rector. 


——————— 


THE CHORAL EET is with feelings of great thankful- 
ness that the Rector is able to announce that the Choral Service 
will be introduced in St Clement's Church, on the first Sunday 
in Advent. It adds not a little to his pleasure to know that the 
majority of the congregation desire it as heartily as he does. It 
is important, however, to say that this service is one which must 
be known’and understood, to be loved and appreciated. Many 
who are lovers of music, and desire a choral service will find at 
first, some parts of such a service new and strange, and may give 
way to a feeling of partial disappointment. Of those who do not 
favor such a service, the Rector asks that they have patience, and 
also that they give it a fair trial. 

_ Those who have never heard it cannot be expected to enter into 
it with much earnestness, until its use shall have taught them its 
power and beauty, in rendering unto God the praise which is His 
due. 

The whole congregation are earnestly desired to. remember 
that the choir is but a leader or guide for them. They should 


5 
sing with the choir, whenever they can. The service is mutilated 
and incomplete unless heartily rendered by the congregation. 

The whole spirit of the Liturgy is gone, when it is given up 
toa choir. Ours is eminently a service for the people, and when 
the first canticle of Morning Prayer is sung, a key is given to the 
whole. “O, come let US SING unto the Lord." Surely, if that 
be given up to a choir, whether of four or forty singers, its spirit 
is gone. The Canticles, the Psalms of David, the Litany, the 
responses to the Commandments, the Creed, and all other parts of 
the service which may or should be sung, may or should be sung 
by the people. If then, the people will do their part with the 
choir, we shall have a service worthy (in so far as anything man 
can have, is worthy) of our offering to the great and good GOD, 
to whom all we have, and all we are, should be consecrated. If 


not done for His glory, it is a mockery. 


THE RELATIONS or RECTOR, VESTRY AND PEOPLE.—' The 


Rector has the right to control such arrangements, both in Church 


and in Sunday School, as in. his judgment shall be for the best 
interests of each. The building, and all the appurtenances of 
the building, being designed for promoting the spiritual good of 
the parish, the Rector has the undoubted right to use it, and to: 
control the arrangement of tt, in such wise as shall best subserve 
the religious welfare of the people committed to his charge.. . 
“The Vestry are the legal trustees of the Church property. 
They have, or should have, the sole control of the finances. They . 
are to direct and supervise repairs. They are to secure all such 
material aid as the exigencies of the parish require.. They are to 
elect the Rector, but they must remember that the money matters 
confided to them pertain to the Lord's: treasury ; that the clergy- 
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man whom they elect Rector is set over them by the Holy Ghost, 
and hence all their trusteeship has a spiritual bearing, and should 
work in with, and be in subservience to, the great object of Pa- 
rochial organization, viz.: the ingathering of souls into the Fold 
of Christ. 

“ As it respects the musie of the Church, this also is, by the 
Rubric of the Prayer Book, placed in the hands of the Rector, who 
is specially charged with the oversight thereof. He has the full 
right to select the choir, to choose the tunes, to suppress what he 
deems ‘light and unseemly music, and consequently, introduce 
such as he shall hold to be suitable for Divine Worship. Where 
there is a paid organist or choir, it is the duty of the Vestry to 
pay them, but not to direct them. It is the duty of the Rector to 
direct them, but not to pay them. As it is the duty of the Vestry 
to guard with care the revenues of the Church, it is also their 
duty to apportion out the salaries of the elected officers of the 
Church in the wisest and most economical manner, yet in all mat- 
ters relating to the salary of a Rector, it is no doubt their true 
policy to arrange it beforehand with the Rector, and to make no 
changes without. consulting with him. It is not a good spirit 
which would seek to express its dissatisfaction with a Rector by 
suddenly reducing his stipend. Such a course is always unwise, 
‘and brings discredit on the Church which does it. 

“With regard to gathering the offerings of the people, 
whether through the offertory, the stated collections of the 
Church, or by other and extraneous means, the Rector has the 
full right to take such measures as in his judgment shall be best 
for drawing out the largest liberality from his people. As a 
matter of convenience, he may, in conjunction with the Vestry, 
arrange, year by year, a plan of collections which shall embrace 
all the ordinary purposes for which such collections are sought, 
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and when such a plan is formally adopted by the united action of 
the Rector and Vestry, it is not in good faith for either party to 
break the contract of its own accord. 

“ But as to collections outside of the stated ones, the Rector 
has the right to ask his people for any contributions for any pur- 
pose which shall be for the welfare of the Church; and the Ves- 
try, while they may advise in this matter, have no right to inter- 
fere. The specific case of a Rector's collecting a sum for the 
support of an Assistant Minister, is a case clearly outside the 
control of the Vestry, and entirely within the rights of the Rector, 
unless such right of electing an Assistant Minister is reserved by 
charter to the action of the Vestry."— Bishop Stevens. 


A Box of articles for the Mission to the Indians in Wiscon- 
sin, will be forwarded early in December. Cast-off clothing, suit- 
able for such a purpose, towels, linen, etc., etc., may be sent to 
the Parish Building, on Wednesday, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

A Box will be forwarded to Nebraska, a little later in the 
season, for which contributions in money and clothing are desired. 


aT. CLEMENT'S PARISH, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Rector: 
Rey. H. G. BATTERSON, D. D. 


d ssi TER ter: 
Assistant Avis 
Rev. W. H. N. STEWART, LL. D. 


|Jardens: 


P. PEMBERTON MORRIS. 
JOHN LAMBERT. 


m 
Jlestrumen: 
1 GEORGE L. KNOWLES. 
" x 3 px oc | Henry C. THOMPSON, 
EXRY S. : 


JAMES DOUGHERTY, 
CHARLES S. PANCOAST, 
WALTER H. TILDEN. 


P. PEMBERTON MORRIS, 
Henry HENDERSON, 
Henry Norris, 
GrEonaE N. ALLEN, 


Srxton—MAURICE FINN. 


PAROCHIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


DECEMBER, 


SERVICES. 
Sundays, " E 


a - - 103 A. M. and 4 P. M. 
Fourth Sunday in the month, - = 


- T7iP.M. 


Wednesday and Friday mornings, — - - - - at 9 o'clock. 
Wednesday evenings, - M - - à S 7) « 
Friday evenings, - - - - s " 5 « 


SACRAMENTS. 


Hory Baptism: at the afternoon service, (after the second lesson) of the 
Third Sunday in the Month. In case of sickness, at any hour. 

Hoty Communion: the First Sunday in the Month, immediately after 
the sermon. On all Sundays, at 8 A. M. 

On FzsrivALs and Hoty Days, at 9 A. M. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Every Sunday morning at 9.15; afternoon at 2.45. Catechising in the 
Church, in the afternoon of the Fourth Sunday in the Month. 


NIGHT SCHOOLS. 
Tuesday and Thursday at 74 P. M. 


. f PARISH GUILD. 
First and Third Monday evening in each month, at 8 o'clock. 


p 
? 


rea 


7, G d 
"MW Xp =} s 
TUR ES 
PLU A 

NRL À 
hy A 


M RTT TAT TT 
sy A 


eat eng cv 


} 
id 
i 


Mts 
VAM 
MANT 
TN) - 


or 4 > 4. — S 9 ]9—— SC —— 


* Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only." 
JAMES I. 22 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


CALENDAR FOR DECEMBEm, 


t, Second Sunday in Advent. 


Feas a 
» « — Third 
15. Tast.—Ember Day. 
1 7. ( . [11 


“u « 


n Feast.—Fourth Sunday in Advent. 


S. Thomas’ Day. 


hristmas Day 
= s E d) Day, and Fires Sunday after 


Christmas. . 
27 «  §, John the Evangelist. 
98. ü Holy Innocents. _ 


iS 


S. Tuomas, called Didymus.—Each of these words : 

? . . : 
i i dymus a Greek word. §, 

in; as being a Syriac, Didy 
mtl born in Galilee He preached in Pre x 
thia, and other countries of the East, and was martyred n i 
Ehe at Trapobane, now called Sumatra, in the year of our 

H 


Lord 73. 


Tae Nariviry.—The event which gives us the eee is 
Christmas is one whose interest is universal and (ca oes p 
with which we are as much concerned as were the 8 Tia tid 
Bethlehem, and which will be of no less importance i o a 
generation of men than it is tous. For it was in the de the 
Christ that Harth was re-united to Heaven, and aa pen 
Kingdom of GOD above and below, as they were at the a; Oi 
In it, separation of man from God was done e nging 1o 
appeared, who in His own single person was God, be 
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Heaven, and man, belonging to Earth. It was not only the 
beginning of a new era, but it was the centre of all human his- 
tory; the point of time to which the ages that were gone had 
looked forward, and to which the ages that were to come after 
must all look back; the one day of days which gathered all other 
times into itself, and stretching its influence through every hour 
of human existence, from the Fall to the Judgment, makes for 
itself a history, by connection with which only, can other histories 
have an eternal interest. And so, even beyond the immediate 
influence of the Church, it is found that the Christmas gladness 
of the Church is reflected in the world around, and a common 
instinct of regenerated human nature teaches that world to recog- 
nize in the Christmas Festival a season of unity, and fellowship, 
and good-will, of happiness and peace.— Blunt. 


ST. STEPHEN was the first Christian martyr, being stoned to 
death without the walls of Jerusalem. N othing is known of him 
before his martyrdom, beyond the fact that he was one of the 
seven Deacons ordained by the A postles. 


St. Jony, Tae EVANGELIST, is known as “ The Beloved Dis- 
ciple.” It was he who lay upon our Lord's breast, and to whom 
was given the charge of the ever blessed Mother of Jesus, From 
the hour of the Crucifixion, he “took her to his own home.” He 
wrote the Gospel which bears his name, and the Book of the 
Revelation. He died at Ephesus, atthe age of one hundred years. 


Hoty IxwocENTS.— The story of the Martyrdom of the Chil- 
dren by Herod, need not be told here. With such a martyrdom, 
however, we may see the glory with which innocence is crowned, 
and learn that no one among mankind is incapable of a Divine 


Sacrament, since such as these were made fit for the glory of 
martyrdom. 
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a of the Advent Season will be as follows. _ 
e 


daryi 
pes ir tho usual hours. 


Sundays, & Fridays, at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

Wednesdays and Edu j » ; 
iom, di 

Wednesday anes a 5 m «a 


T riday 1 Ember Days at 9 o'clock, A. M. 
Saints’ Day d —hHoly Communion at 64 o'clock, 
SERM oming Prayer, with Baron and Holy Comp 
"t b ani Sunday in the Month, at 73 P. M. 
The Services on Wednesday evenings, and on the Fourth 


Sunday evening, will be entirely choral, and all the seats wių be 
unde 8 
free. 


THE CHILDREN OF THE SUNDAY SCIIO0LS,—. 
On "e pecie Hoty IxNocENTS Day, the Children of the 
Sunday Schools will meet in the Parish Building, at 3 o'clock. 
After a short service in the Church, the Children will return to 
the Parish Building, where a collation will be provided, 


4 
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Tue ParisH GuILD is an organization of the men of the 
Parish, for the purpose of visiting the poor, ministering to the 
sick, and works of a kindred nature. It also has in charge the 
work of founding a Parish Library, which shall be accessible to 
all members of the Parish, subject to certain restrictions and 
rules. The meetings are held on the first and third Monday 
evenings in each month, in the Parish Building, and are open 
to all. Contributions for the Library are earnestly solicited, and 
may be forwarded to the Rector. 


~ 


Women’s Wonx.—All the women in the Parish willing to 
work in either of the three departments, viz.: the Dorcas, the 
Missionary, or the Needlework, are requested to meet in the 
Parish Building, every Wednesday, immediately after Morning 

rayer. 

Two Boxes are now in course of preparation ; one for the 
family. of a Missionary, in Nebraska, and one for the Indian Mis- 
sion, in Wisconsin. At this last Mission, there are 150 Indian 
children under the immediate charge of the Missionary. Clothing 
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of all kinds is needed. Contributors can send packages, every 
Wednesday morning, to the Parish Building. 


In behalf of the Managers of the Episcopal Hospital, the 
Rector gratefully acknowledges the receipt of two hundred and 
fifty dollars, from the Offertory, on Thanksgiving Day. This is 
the largest offering ever made for that m in St. Clement's 
Church. “ Blessed be the man that provideth for the sick and 
needy ; the Lord shall deliver him in the time of trouble.” 


A Worp to Curistrans.—We are, many of us, conscious of 
carrying a better standard of human excellence in our hearts, 
hidden from mortal view, than we ever live up to in our daily 
life, or exhibit even to our dearest friends, 

Our inward thoughts and holiest emotions form a silent creed, 
worthy of a saint, and yet we walk forth in this wicked world 
like other mortals, smothering all our Heaven-born conceptions 
of goodness—refusing to speak the sacred words that rise to our 
lips, because, forsooth, the world will think it strange, and our 
spirit revolts from making ourselves conspicuous. 

Why can we not act upon our higher nature, following the 
admonitions of our conscience on the instant, and not give Satan 
time to rule in our hearts supreme ? : 

It is the lack of moral courage that makes so many lukewarm 
Christians. 

We refuse to cast forth the seed when we see the ground 
ready to receive it, because there are some standing near that 
will smile in scorn or derision ; and so the God-like words are not 
spoken—the time passes away—the opportunity is lost, perhaps 
forever, of turning a heart Heavenward, that possibly God placed 
in our way, that a word spoken in the right time might have 
saved an immortal soul from everlasting death. 

We cannot measure the consequences of such omissions. We 
cannot comprehend the good that might be done for Christ’s sake, 
till Christians stand up and boldly speak the truth. 

Every one that professes the name of Christ, should let their 
light shine before men in a godly conversation, as well as in 
actions. 

We should let no good opportunity pass of warning those 


that are on the road to death, lest their destruction be laid to our 
own soul, 
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“Fe that is ashamed of me before men, of him Will I 


” 
ashamed. 


Tus Intration or Curtst.—There ~ ne perfection in hy 
There was no perfection e T patriarchs, Prophes, 
and apostles; there has not Y à rx in since their à, 
there is not a perfect man on L 1e en 1 now. Good men 
lived, good men still live, but a perfect man Who shall f 
We see, therefore, the necessity for the advent of Jesus 
to our world—aside from his valuable instructions anq atoning 
death, in that He was absolutely faultless, and has thus furnish 
us with a perfect example. In Him was no sin—no original sin 
—no actual sin. He did all things well, was full of grace and 
truth, was altogether lovely; and His life was designed not tb 
produce a barren admiration merely, but to be a model which we 
should faithfully copy. This is our duty. “ Learn of me,” is His 
own injunctien ; while, “ Let the same mind be in you which was 
in Christ,” is the admonition of the Apostle S. Paul; and “He 
that saith he abideth in Christ, ought himself also so to walk as 
Christ walked,” is the declaration of the Apostle S. John. 

Was His love to-His Father fervent and constant ? Such 
should be our love to God our Heavenly Father. Did He delight 
to hold converse with His Father in prayer? The flame of devo- 
tion should be kept alive and glowing on the altar of our hearts. 
Did He go about doing good? We should do good as we have 
opportunity unto all men, especially to them who are of the house- 
hold of faith. Was He humble? We should be clothed with 
humility. Was He resigned to His Father’s will? We should 
acquiesce in the trying dispensations of God’s providence. Did 
He rise superior to the world? We should renounce it as the 
supreme portion for the soul, and set our affection on things above. 
Thus imitating Him—thus following Him, we shall be imbued 


manity. 
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ind 2m 


Chris 
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with His spirit, draw upon us His charming lineaments, be im- 


proved, ennobled, and m. 
and at His Second Com, 
and prepared to behold 


ade blessings in our day and generation, 


ing, be ready to welcome His appearing, 
His glory, 


PRAY THY PRAYERS. 


See that thy prayer be prayer. Prayers merely said, 
Are but a mockery, and insult the ear 

Of Him who loves to listen, from His Throne, 

To them who ask in earnest. Listless words, 
Unmeant—shall these complacently be heard, 

When thou thyself wouldst turn in scorn away 

From such an utterance in a fellow-man 

Who thus would dare approach thee ? Prayer may be 
Shaped like to a perfect statue—and as cold ; 

But if it lack the life, its symmetry 

Is but at best a seeming and a cheat. 


It is the prayer that wells up from the heart, 
(Howe'er disjointed or unsyllabled,) 
Fervid, impassioned, lifeful, that is heard, 
And heard approvingly. The heart should kneel, 
Or vainly bends the knee. Prayers such as these 
Are never vain, but always audience have; 
And as the winged arrow straight returns, 
However high it soars, to earth again, 
So shall thy earnest supplication fall 
In blessings at thy feet; each stammering prayer 
Have its own separate answer presently.— 
Answer in kindness, e’en if not in kind,— 
In the best time and manner. 


Every prayer 
Pray in this faith, with filial hope and trust, 
Or thou dishonorest Him who loves to give, 
Aye, waits for thy petition. In this faith, 
Asking for everything in JEsus’ name, 
(That Name that adds such incense to our prayers,) 
Each prayer enweave with thankfulness and praise, 


And thou shalt have large answers. S. W. P. 
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PAROCHIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


APRIL. 
SERVICES, 
Sundays, - - 10} A. M. and 73 P. M. 
Daily, until Easter, - - at9 A.M. 
(Wednesdays excepted, ) - - - at 5. P. M. 
Every Wednesday, until Easter-tide, - - at7) * 


SACRAMENTS. 
Hoty BarrisM: at the afternoon service, (after the second lesson) of the 
Third Sunday in the Month. In case of sickness, at any hour. 
Horv Communion: The First Sunday i in the Month, immediately after 
Morning Prayer. On all Sundays, at 8 o'clock, A. M. 
On FEsTIVALs and Hory Days, at 9 A. 'M. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Every Sunday morning at 9.15; afternoon at 2.45. Catechising in the 
Church, in the afternoon of the Fourth Sunday i in the Month. 


PanisH GUILD.—First and Third Monday evenings at 8 o'clock. 
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** Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only." 
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL. 


3. Feast. Fifth Sunday in Lent. 


* And a River went out of Eden to ma 


* — "The Sunday next before Easter. 
Fast. Monday j " 

* Tuesday " " 

* — Wednesday a 

* — Maunday Thursday. 

* GOOD FRIDAY. 

*  Easter-Even. 
Feast, EASTER-DAY. 


* — Monday in Easter Week. 


« « 


* — Tuesday 
* First Sunday after Easter. 


Feast or 8. Marx, April 28. 


ter the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became 
nto four heads." 
Come pure hearts, in sweetest measures 
Sing of those who spread the treasures 
In the holy Gospels shrined ; 
Blessed tidings of salvation, 
Peace on earth their proclamation, 
Love from Gop to lost mankind. 


See the Rivers four that gladden 

With their streams the better Eden 
Planted by our Lorp most dear; 

Curist the Fountain, these the waters, 

Drink, O Sion's sons and daughters, 
Drink and find salvation here. 


O, that we, Thy truth confessing, 

And Thy holy word possessing, 
Jesu, may Thy love adore: 

Unto Thee our voices raising, 

Thee, with all Thy ransomed, praising 
Ever and for evermore. Amen. 
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Tue Horny Communion will be celebrated every day i 
Holy Week, except Good Friday; on Baster-Day ; Monday and 
Tuesday in Easter Week; and on S. Mark's Day. Ox Banter. 
Day there will be a Celebration at six o'clock in the morning 
with Choral Service. g 


THE services of Good Friday will be as follows: 

Morning Prayer, 103 o'clock. 

Litany at 3 o'clock. 

Evening Prayer at 5 o'clock. 

From 12 o'clock until three o'clock, solemn commemoration 
of the Three Hours’ Agony on the Cross, with prayers and 
meditations on the “ Last Words of Jesus.” 


.  DuriNG Holy Week the Church will be open from 7 o'clock 
in the morning until 6 o'clock in the evening. This will give an 
opportunity to all who may wish it, to gain an hour, when they 
can withdraw from the cares of life, the whirl of business, or the 
perplexities of domestic duty. “An hour with Gop is of more 
value than the wealth of an Empire.” 


THE BISHOP oF THE Diocese will visit S. CLEMENT'S CHURCH 
on Wednesday evening in Holy Week (April 18th), for the purpose 
of administering the Holy Rite of Confirmation. If there are 
any in the congregation who have not yet sent in their names 
they are requested to do so at an early day. 


Tue Offertory on the night of the Bishop's Visitation will be 
devoted to Missionary work in the Diocese of Pennsylvania. l 


LENTEN SERMONS. 
April 6th. Good Works. 
Rev. Leighton Coleman. 
“ 13th. The Atonement. ; 
The Rt. Rev. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D.D., LL.D. 


_THE AccouwTING WARDEN will be in Room No. 4 of the 
Parish Building, on Monday afternoon, April 4th, from 2 to 5 
o'clock, P. M., for the purpose of renting pews and receiving pay- 
ment for the same. 
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ConFIRMATION.—By Confirmation, we mean the Rite of laying 
on of hands upon the heads of those who have been Baptized; and 
which is represented by St. Paul as “a principle of the doctrine 
of Christ.” —Heb. vi. 2. 

When Philip went down to Samaria and preached, many 
believed, and were Baptized by him. As soon as the Apostles at 
Jerusalem heard of this event, Peter and John went to Samaria 
and laid their hands on these Baptized persons.—Acts viii. 15-17. 
So also at Ephesus, St. Paul laid his hands on those who had been 
Baptized.—Acts xix. 6. 

In the Apostolic age, the rite was usually denominated “ the 
laying on of hands;" it is now commonly termed “ Confirmation,” 
inasmuch as the person who receives this laying on of hands, 
thereby ratifies and confirms his baptismal vows. It is a profes- 
sion of his faith before the world. "The propriety of such a cere- 
mony must be apparent. That it is Apostolic, there is no dispute. 
Of its fitness and profit, there are multitudes of witnesses. As 
none but Apostles performed this Rite, so its administration is 
restricted to their successors, the Bishops of the Church. Calvin 
himself acknowledged that it was practised by the Apostles. In 
his fourth book of Institutes, he says: “It was an ancient custom, 
that the children of Christian parents, when they were grown up, 
should be presented to the Bishop to do that office, which was 
required of persons who were Baptized at adult age." . . è . 
“Such an imposition of hands as this, which is used purely as a 
blessing, I very much approve of, and wish it were now restored 
to its pure and primitive uses." 

The following testimony is an extract from the “ Report of 
a Committee of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.” 
“Tt appears,” say they, “that a Rite called Confirmation was 
administered by the imposition of the hands of the Minister, or 
Bishop, or Elder, together with prayer, on Baptized children at a 
certain age." And after quoting the authority of Calvin and 
others, the committee add: “This rite of Confirmation, thus 
administered to Baptized children when arrived to competent 
years, and previously instructed and prepared for it, with the 
express view of their admission to the Lord's Supper, shows 
clearly that the primitive Church, in her purest days, exercised 
the authority of a mother over her Baptized children.” 

The following is from the “ Confession of Faith,” adopted by 
a Baptist Association, which met in Philadelphia, Sept. 25, 1742: 

“We believe that laying on of hands, (with prayer,) upon 
Baptized persons as such, is an ordinance of Christ, and ought to 
be submitted unto by all such persons that are admitted to partake 
of the Lord’s Supper, ‘and that the end of the ordinances 1s nob 
the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, but for the further reception 
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of the Holy Spirit of promise, or for the addition of the graces of 
the Spirit, and the influence thereof, to confirm, strengthen aud 
comfort them in Christ Jesus; it being ratified and established 
by the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, in the primitive times, to 
abide in the Church, as meeting together on the first day of the 
week was, that being the day of worship or Christian Sabbath 
under the Gospel, and as preaching the Word was, and as Baptism 
was, and Prayer was, and singing of Psalms, etc., etc., was, and 
so this of laying on of hands was. For as the whole Gospel Was 
confirmed by signs, and wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost in general, so was every ordinance in like 
manner confirmed in particular. "— Bishop Randall. 


Worsuip.—The Church proceeds, in matters of public 
worship, on the principle, that the house of God is the “house of 
prayer :” that the great business of the Lord's people on the 
Lord's day, is to “ worship Him in the beauty of holiness.” The 
people cannot commission any one else to do this forthem. There 
are no proxies in the duties of religion. We cannot delegate to 
another, a duty which God requires of us. Our form of worship 
is framed upon the principle, that there are to be no spectators 
in the congregation of God's people. All sorts and conditions of 
men are there for a purpose, and that purpose, is the worship of 
God. One, as much as another, is required to acknowledge his 
sinfulness,—invoke the Divine forgiveness,—praise God for His 
blessings, and ask for His future grace and guidance. All then, 
young and old, should join in the services of the Sanctuary. Some 
good people seem to entertain the idea, that prayer, in order to 
be prayer, must be extemporaneous ; that only such prayers come 
from the heart. They forget, tnat while all true prayer does 
come, and must come from the heart, i. e., it is, and must be, the 
sincere language of the soul, yet words, whether extemporaneous 
or written, do not come from the heart but from the head. What 
God requires, and what the necessities of our being demand is, 
that the words we use, (and which serve only as the vehicle of 
our petitions,) should be such as properly and reverently express 
our sincere desires to God. Prayers are not orations. They are 
not addressed to men, but to God. They are not designed to 
produce an effect on earth, but in Heaven. God is not parti- 
cularly pleased with a variety. “He is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and forever." — bid. 
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THE Formation or A RELIGIOUS CHARACTER.— Perhaps 
there is no more common mistake among those really desiring 
to live a truly good life, than to suppose that it consists merely 
in one single act of surrender or volition. On the contrary, it 
embraces the formation of a fixed and steady habit of action and 
living, and includes a progressive series of resolves, after the choice 
is made to devote the life forever to good deeds. All character 
is formed originally out of involuntary elements,—ideas, affections, 
impulses, propensities, or tendencies to action, of which we are 
the subjects. But these are rather the elements of character, 
than the character itself, and for these we are not personally 
responsible, because they are not the result of choice. But by 
degrees, and by our own choice, these various propensities are 
curbed or cherished, moulded or suffered to run wild. They 
habitually govern us, or are governed by us, and the sum total of 
these habits of thought and affection, action and passion, as 
wrought out by the individual choice or will, we call character, 
whether it be good or bad. So that character is governed by 
habit, habit by action, action by volition, and volition itself by 
motives. We, therefore, judge finally of every ones character, 
by the prevailing motive which appears to govern his actions. 

What is thus true of character in general, is eminently true 
of the formation of the religious character. It is founded on 
religious affections or emotions, implanted in every heart. From 
their incipiency, they are the bases upon which the whole future 
life, greatness, and strength of a religious character must be 
formed. They precede the will, they are Divine impulses. But 
their effects will depend upon how far they are cherished and 
cultivated by the deliberate choice and purpose of the individual. 
All motions rapidly weaken by continuance, and are necessarily 
transient and fading like the flowers, but also like the flowers, 
they will, if cherished, reproduce the germs of a future and more 
productive life. When sufficiently strong to prevail, they will 

roduce a state of the will in accordance with their own nature, 
and thus while the individual dies away, the germ of an habitual 
feeling is formed, powerfully and increasingly determining the 
future choice and entire character. But emotions neglected or 
abused, like flowers nipped by a frost, die without seed. There 
is no intelligent person who is not at times deeply impressed by 
the obligation he is uhder to be governed by the principles of re- 
ligion. But when these convictions penetrate the mind, how Em 
lay resolute plans to cultivate and reproduce this new religious li a 
Itis a law of our physical nature that regular alternations A 
exercise and repose are the best means of cultivating health. 1e 
same is true of the intellectual nature, and not less so of the 
moral. Fixed hours for the consideration of these all important 
subjects, regular seasons of secret prayer and self-examination, 
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and the public worship of God, are among the most v 
means of cherishing these religious emotions; yet even these 
should not be suffered to engross the time and powers rightfully 
belonging to other duties. Exercise and repose, in this, as in all 
else, is the true law of our being. 

But it is in the choice or will that we discover the first 
decided marks of religious character. When the emotions are of 
such a nature and strength that they lead the individual to con- 
secrate all his powers to the service of God and his fellow men, 
he is commencing to form a religious character. No man ever 
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‘makes a choice without some motive, and he is the noblest man 


who is governed by the highest motives. Feebleness of will is 
sometimes mistaken for religious submission, but the perfection 
of religious character is to have a strong will, and that will bowed 
reverently before the will of God. Good resolutionsare landmarks ; 
they keep the soul from insensibly drifting from its proper course. 
We should examine back of our errors to the occasion of them, 
and aim at renouncing whatever we feel leads us into doing wrong. 
It is generally the act before the conscious sin, that gives it its 
strength. The deliberate choice of each one is only known at 
last in his actions. There can be no sincere resolution which 
does not end in action. Many, in the present day, lay too much 
stress on mere religious feeling, and tog little on the religious con- 
formity of life. Religious action, continually pursued, is that 
which forms religious habit. Habit, indeed, lessens the passive 
principle, or the feeling of each virtue or vice, but strengthens 
the active power of each. Every temptation, resisted, once is 
more easily overcome the second time, or if yielded to once, 
becomes the harder to master. And every virtue, however 
difficult it may seem at first, becomes easy and natural by repetition, 
and at last becomes intrinsically part of our nature. 

These are the channels in the human heart and character 
through which the Divine nature may be said to flow in and through 
us, if we carefully keep the entrance open to its reception. He who 
pretends to have faith in the favor of God, and refuses to observe 
the laws and channels through which alone that favor is appointed 
to flow to our hearts, will never drink of the fountain of life. A 
religious character is best formed through religious habits, and 
and these are simply repeated acts, springing from virtuous 
volitions, excited by the religious affections, implanted in every 
heart for cultivation. Every such emotion, which is not followed 
by corresponding action, renders a man weaker in self-government, 
and is not merely power wasted, but abused. It forms the habit 
of idealism, of spasmodic, but not religious character. Intellec- 
tual intelligence and culture, without moral and religious char- 
acter, may make a man powerful, but can never secure his own 
true progress, or promote the best interests of his fellow-creatures. 
— Daily Ledger. 
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CALENDAR FOR MAY. 


Feast. SS. Philip and James, Second Sunday after Easter. 
" — Third Sunday after Easter. 
à Fourth “ ii ai 

Diocesan Convention.—8. Luke's Church. 

Feast. Fifth Sunday after Easter. 

Fast. —Rogation Day. 
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Feast. ASOENSION DAY. 


- Sunday after Ascension. 


fa In response to the earnest solicitation of many mem- 


bers of the Congregation, the Rector announces that the Sunday 


Evening Services will be continued during the month of May. 


If the offertory at these services proves to be sufficient to pay for 


the extra expense, in lighting the Church &c., it may be thought 


advisable to continue these services during the summer. - The 


hour for service is 8 o'clock. 


The Church will not be closed for a single Sunday. 


Ascension Day—Morning Prayer and Holy Communion at 


9 o’clock, A. M. Service and Sermon at 8 o’clock, P. M. 


THE PARISH GUIDE. 


Worps or COUNSEL Fon YOUNG COMMUNICANTS, (whieh may 
be read with profit, by many an old Communicant.) Make it 
a rule of your life, to be in the Church at least ten minutes be- 
fore the hour for Service. — Never spend that time in whispering 
with your companions, or in staring about the Church to see who 
is there: but occupy your mind with prayer, meditation, or read- 
ing. The Church is not the place for gossip, nor for talk of any 
kind. Itis GOD'S House; “the place where His honor dwel- 
leth;" the place for Worship, not for conversation. If it is nec- 
essary for you to speak to your neighbor, do it in a low tone of 
voice, that you may disturb no one else, and “let your words be 
few." 

Cultivate a spirit of reverence for holy things, times, and 
places. In making your money ready for the offertory, choose 
new and clean pieces, if possible. Some people seem to think (if 
one may judge by acts) that the dirty, torn and mutilated cur- 
rency, is just the ming to give to GOD! Do not follow such an 
example, but give to GOD your best, and ask for His blessing upon 
the gift. j 

Conform as far as possible, to the usage of the Parish in 
which you worship. Always avoid eccentricity. 

Stand (if your health permit) in singing praise to GOD: sit 
when you receive instruction: kneel when you pray. Sitting in 
your place, and leaning the head forward upon the back of the 
Pew in front of you, ts not kneeling : nor is it a fit attitude for a 
“miserable sinner,” in the presence of GOD, asking for “ mercy 
and forgiveness.” 

In Churches where the Service is Choral, sing your Amen 


‘with the Choir, and on the same tone, if possible. Where the 
‘Service is not choral, be careful to conform to the custom of the 


Parish. Raise the head at the Amen, and do not be atraid of being 
heard. 

When you remove from one Parish to another, be careful to 
conform to the Law of the Church, viz: - 

“A Communicant removing from one parish to another, 
shall procure from the Rector (if any) of the parish of his last 
residence, or, uf there be no Rector, from one of the Wardens, a 
certificate stating that he or sheis a Communicant in good stand- 
ing; and the Rector of the Parish or Congregation to which he 
or she removes, shall not be required to receive him or her as a 
communicant until such letter be produced.”—Canon 12, TITLE 
IL, or THE Drarsr. This Canon is too much neglected. It is 
next to impossible for any Rector to keep a correct list of commu- 
nicants, owing to the fact that so few pay any attention to this 
matter. A proper feeling of respect for your Rector, should 
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prompt you to take oH ips m it is made the Law of 
'ch, you should feel bound to do 1t. 
- Rishon (ons says: ‘Good manners are bred of the Gospel. 
Be considerate in the house of God, especially to poor persons. 
Give them room for Cimisr's sake. Charity is better than burnt 
mic | distinctions are for Courts and drawing-rooms; in 
the house of God, all are worms of the dust together, as in the 
grave, or at the bar of final Judgment. Be careful to entertain 
strangers ;" try to make the Church wear an air of e pid 

Ín approaching the Holy Table, do it with reverence and oe 
fear. Always remove your Gloves. Receive in the i s ih 
of your hand. Do not leave your place until the last one pe m 
with you has received. You will thus avoid DEAE ie E 
votions of others, and the appearance of seeming d i 
ber that it is the nearest personal approach to your Lord, you e 
make on earth, and it were better to linger, than to ve a ay. 

[Note. The Rubric expressly directs that the Lord's : cm 
at the begining of the Eucharistic office, is to be,said b T teet, 
The Lord's prayer therefore, in this one place, should not be s 

he people. 1 
by t Sainte finally, that all you have, and all you are, belongs 
to GOD. Give of your means; and according to your ability, for 
the work of the Church in which you Worship, and then for out- 
side purposes as God shall bless you. Never give to des et 
which costs you nothing. (Read the 1st Chapter of the boo t o 
the Prophet Malachi; especially the 8th and. 13th verses.) The 
Christian who is not willing to deny himself or herself for the 
pleasure of giving to God, is not worthy of the name. _ 

It is very easy to come into God's presence, clad in costly 
garments and drop the smallest of our “ fractional currency” into 
the Alms Basin. That is not “ offering unto God :' it is mocking 
Him! Let your first lesson then, in the Ohristian life be, how to 
deny yourself ; and how to work for Christ, who gave up all His 
glory, all His power, and all His wealth; and became poor for 
your sake. Remember too, the Agony, the Cross, the Nails, the 
Spear, the Crown of thorns, the Shame! It was for you / Can 
you do too much to win abounding love like that? Be patient, 
faithful, hopeful, and praying men and women, doing your duty 
“in that state of life to which God shall call you,” and “great 
shall be your reward in Heaven.” 


_ BOWING at THE Name or JESUS.—“I am often grieved 
to witness the growing neglect of à most seemly and reverential 
-observance—bowing at the name of Jesus. One might naturally 
expect, that in days when infidelity rears its brazen front with 
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impudence unparalleled—when blasphemies abound, and scoffers 
walk on every side, insensible to rebuke, the people of Christ 
would wax more jealous—would become more tenacious of every 
badge, distinguishing them as the worshippers of an insulted Lord. 
New light, however, seems to have broken in upon some of them, 
which I do not believe to have come from Heaven, whencesoever 
else it may have emanated, teaching them that now is the time to 
relax in those points—the season to rob the Lord of those outward 
demonstrations of respect, which his enemies (who have no idea 
of spiritual service,) delight to see withdrawn from Him. ‘It is 
too Popish,’ say some of these defaulters ; ‘it is mere bodily exer- 
cise, which profiteth little.’ 

“Craving your pardon, my good friends, it is not Romish. 
Popery yields little honor to Jesus :—His name is not referred to 
in her services nearly so often as those of other mediators—His 
work is undervalued—His glory tarnished—He is not even once 
mentioned, either in the confession or the absolution of that un- 
happy Church. It is true, His image and that of His cross are 
exhibited. But we, when by doing reverence at the mention of 
His adorable name, as Jesus Onnisr, the Father's only Son and 
our Lon», enter a solemn, public protest against the blasphemies 
of Socinianism, no more approximate to Popish superstition, than we 
do when verbally acknowledging the grand doctrine of the Triune 
Jehovah, which the Church of Rome has never renounced. Poper 
is that which once was Christianity, now corrupted, defiled, and 
rendered void by man’s traditions and commandments. Catholi- 
city is Christianity rescued and REFORMED, upon the perfect 
model of Scripture.. Our beautiful liturgy is no other than the 
Romish prayer book, purged of all that the craft and subtlety of 
the devil or man had introduced to pollute a pure worship; and 
those who object to the beautiful symbol of the liquid cross 
marked on the brow of the baptized, ‘in token that hereafter he 
shall not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified, and 
manfully fight under His banner, against sin, the world and the 
devil; and to continue Christ’s faithful soldier and servant unto 
his life’s end,’ they who stiffen the neck and knee, when an as- 
sembled congregation presses, as it were, into the participation of 
what, either as a privilege or a menance, is proclaimed to the 
whole universe—that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
are in some peril of losing a substance, in their eager grasp after 
a shadowy spirituality. * * * * * * To deny, or indeed 
to curtail the homage of the body, in order to exait that of the 
soul, is going against universal experience, and against the tenor 
of His injunctions, who knows better what is in man, than man 
himself does. To me, I confess, it is a very delightful moment of 
realization in regard to the privileges of Church membership, 
when brethren with one accord, do outward homage to the name 
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of Him, who in taking their nature upon Him, never ceased to 
be God over all, blessed for ever. It is very meet that flesh, 
which he deigned to take into communion with Deity, should with 
lowly and external reverence, hail God manifest in the flesh. 
‘Jesus Christ our Lord,’ are words of mighty—of immeasurable 
import. The Saviour, the Anointed, ouR Saviour, OUR God, the 
Captain of our salvation, the Head of His body, the Church, which 
body (at least in profession, ) are we. It was He who wore our form, 
who bore our griefs and carried our sorrows; who walked on 
earth a persecuted, afflicted man—who hung on the cross to atone 
for our sins—descended into the grave, that ££ might become the 
gate of life to us; and now, in the majesty of His eternal glory, 
visits our temples and hearkens to our prayers. Let those who 
can, deny Him the poor tribute of grateful reverence; so long 
as I have power to bend a muscle, my knee shall bow in deep and 
willing adoration at the glorious ard beloved NAME of JESUS 


CHRIST my LoRD." 


Waar IS A SERMON?—There are two ways of regarding.'à 
sermon: either as à human composition or a divine message. If 
we look upon it entirely as the first, and require our clergymen 
to finish it with their utmost care and learning, for our better de- 
light whether of ear or intellect, we shall necessarily be led to ex- 
pect much formality and stateliness in its delivery, and to think 
that all is not well if the pulpit has not a golden fringe round it, 
and if the sermon be not fairly written in a black book, to be 
smoothed upon a cushion in à majestic manner before beginning. 
All this we shall duly come to expect: but we shall, at the same 
time, consider the treatise thus prepared as something to which 
it is our duty to listen without restlessness for half an hour or 
three quarters, but which, when that duty has been decorously 
performed, we may dismiss from our minds in happy confidence 
of having another whenever it shall be necessary. 

But if once we begin to regard the preacher, whatever his 
faults, as a man sent with a message to us which is a matter of 
life and death, whether we hear or refuse ; if we look upon him 
as set in charge over many spirits in danger of ruin, and having 
allowed him but an hour or two in the seven days to speak to them ; 
if we make some endeaver to conceive how precious these hours 
ought to be to him, a small vantage on the side of God after his 
flock have been exposed for six days together to the full weights 
of the world's temptations, and he has been forced to watch the 
thorn and the thistle springing in their hearts, and to see what 
wheat had been scattered there, snatched from the wayside by this 
wild bird and the other, and at last, when, breathless and weary 
with the week’s labor, they give him this interval of imperfect 
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and languid hearing, he has but thirty minutes to get at the sep- 
arate hearts of a thousand men, to convince them of all their 
weaknesses, to shame them from all their sins, to warn them of 
all their dangers, to try by this way and that to stir the hard fast- 
ening of those doors ‘where the Master himself has stood and 
knocked, and yet none has opened, and to call at the openings of 
those dark streets where Wisdom herself has stretched forth her 
hands, and no man regarded ; thirty minutes to raise the dead 
in,—let us but once understand and feel all this, and we shall 
look with changed eyes upon that frippery of gay furniture about 
the place from which the message of judgment, must be delivered, 
which either breathes upon the bones that they may live, or, if 
ineffectual, remains recorded in condemnation, perhaps, against 
the utterer and listener alike, but assuredly against one of them. 
We shall not so easily bear with the silk and gold upon the seat 
of judgment, nor with ornament of oratory in the mouth of the 
messenger; we shall wish that his words may be simple, even 
when they are sweetest, and the place where he speaks like a 
marble rock in the desert, about which the people have gathered 
in their thirst.—John Ruskin. 


, Purity or OHARACTER.—O ver the beauty of the plum and 
the apricot there grows a bloom and beauty more exquisite than 
the fruit itself—4a soft, delicate flush that overspreads its blush- 
ing cheek.—Now if you strike your hand over that, and it is once 
gone, it is gone forever; for it never grows but once. The 
flower that hangs in the morning, impearled with dew—arrayed 
as no queenly woman ever was arrayed with jewels—once shake 
it so that the beads roll off, and you may sprinkle water over it 
as you please, yet it can never be made again what it was when 
the dew fell silently upon it from heaven! On a frosty morning, 
you may see the panes of glass covered with landscapes—moun- 
tains, lakes, and trees blended in a beautiful, fantastic picture. 
Now lay your hand upon the glass, and by the scratch of your 
finger, or by the warmth of your palm, all the delicate tracery 
will be obliterated. So there is in youth a beauty and purity of 
character, which, when once touched and defiled, can never be re- 
stored—a fringe more delicate than frostwork, and which, when 
torn and broken, will never be re-embroidered. A man who has 
spotted and soiled his garments in youth, though he may seek to 
€ them white again, can never wholly do it, even were he to 
Mare qu Mh his tears. When a young man leaves his father's 
as va cie blessing of his mother's tears still wet on his 
ted te Be e once lose that early purity of character, it is a loss 
a d n never make whole again. Such is the consequence 

in. Its effects cannot be eradicated; it can'only be forgiven. 


